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Minutes of IAAHS Committee Conference Call Meeting 
6 May 2010 

Yair Babad, Secretary 

 

The meeting was opened at GMT 16:00 by, IAAHS Chairman Emile Stipp.  

 

In attendance were Committee members Yair Babad, Lisa Beichl, April Choi, Claude Ferguson, 

Andrew Gale, Christian Levac, Emile Stipp, and Sheree Swanson. All the other members 

apologized or were unable to attend. The meeting had the required quorum. 

 

1. Welcome and introduction 

 

 Emile welcomed the attending members. 

 

2. Confirmation of the agenda 

  

The agenda as submitted and as reflected by these minutes was confirmed. 

 

3. Approval of the minutes of the last meeting (November 2009) and AGM (March 

2010) 

 

Emile summarized the main accomplishments of the AGM: The AGM approved an 

IAAHS rule change, enabling committee partial term (rather than full term; this rule will 

now be passed to the IAA for approval. Christian Levac will ensure that it follows the 

correct process from here on). It was noted that the IAA is in the process of updating the 

sections by-laws; the IAAHS will have the opportunity to comment. The AGM also 

approved the nominated  new committee. The committee approved the AGM minutes. 

 

The minutes of the November 2009 are enclosed; they have been discussed together with 

the AGM minutes, and thus were implicitly approved when the AGM minutes were 

approved. As the November 2009 membership and financial data is included in the 

reports submitted to the AGM and approved by the committee, this data is not duplicated 

here. 

 

4. Treasurer report: finance and membership 

 

The enclosed spreadsheet contains the financial status of the IAAHS as of the end of 

1Q2010, and the membership as of mid-June 2010. 

 

Membership-wise, we face a decline from 475 members at the end 2008, and 390 

members at the end of 2009, to 326 as of mid-June 2010. We have not yet received dues 

information from France and Ireland; if we assume that their 2010 membership will 

remain at the 2009 level, we will reach by the end of 2010 only 351 members. Note that 
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the UK dues are reported on monthly basis, and thus some additional members can be 

expected from this country; if indeed the UK membership will reach the same level as the 

2008-2009 level, we will reach the 400 members by the end of 2010. Still, the trend as of 

mid-June 2010 is an alarming trend, and even if we will reach in 2010 the 2009 level, we 

will still be far away from the 2008 level; we must consider how to reverse this situation.  

 

Note that the Denmark’s 2009 membership seems to be an unexplained aberration, and 

the 2010 level (21 members) is similar to the 2007 and 2008 levels, even though it is 

significantly lower than the 30 members level of former years. In Mexico we decline 

from 18 in 2008 and 11 in 2009 to 3, The UK membership declines from 85 in 2008 and 

2009 to 29, and the US membership declined from 120 in 2008 and 98 in 2009 to 77. The 

single bright spot is South Africa with increase from 18 in 2009 to 32 in 2010; this is due 

to ICA2010, and I hope that these 32 members will continue their membership next year. 

 

Despite the decline in membership, our gross income increase as the due were increased 

from CAD$40 to CAD$50. At the same time, the administrative costs per member were 

increased from CAD$10 to CAD$15, so that the net gain to the IAAHS is only CAD$5 

per member. If we assume two webcasts in the balance of this year, which we will 

finance from our resources, we will about breakeven this year, and our assets at the end 

of 2010 will be similar to those at the end of 2009, at about $34,000. 

 

To summarize: We do not have sufficient resources to provide support (such as travel 

support)  to members who contribute to IAAHS sponsored activities, and we cannot 

contribute to locally sponsored activities such as seminars. We must find ways to attract 

more members, to prevent stagnation. 

 

5. ICA2010 feedback 

 

Only Emile was there out of those attending the meeting. He reported that ICA2010, and 

the IAAHS activities in it, received good feedback. Overall ICA2010 attendance was 

about 1,600. Attendance in  IAAHS plenary sessions was 250-300, and attendance in 

other IAAHS sessions was between 20 and 150. Microinsurance and microhealth sessions 

were well attended. Emile thanked all the IAAHS members, and in particular the Topic 

Team leaders, who contributed to the success. He also reported that ICA2014 is due in 

Washington. 

  

6. Webcasts 

 

Emile reported that according to feedback he received, webcasts are very valuable for our 

members. Each webcast costs $5-7K. Emile believes that despite the current level of the 

IAAHS finances, we should spend this year on 1-2 webcasts to attract new members. It 

was suggested that the webcasts will be free to IAAHS members, and will otherwise cost 

$50 – an amount which will count against the $50 annual IAAHS membership fee. 

Suggested topics are U.S. health reform, drawing parallels with  similar international 

health reforms, possibly in cooperation with the Academy of Actuaries, and solvency II. 
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It was also suggested to advertise the past IAAHS webcasts, which are available on the 

website. 

 

Emile's efforts to find sponsors have so far not borne fruit, probably due to last year's 

economic environment.  He mostly approached actuarial consultants such as Milliman, 

Deloitte, Watson and Mercer. 

 

April proposed to contact David Cordani, President and CEO, CIGNA, at 

http://www.cigna.com/about_us/executives/cordani.html, who has shown strong interest 

in international expansion). She also suggested contacting the Global Knowledge 

Exchange Network on Healthcare (group of international specialists seeking best 

practices globally -- CIGNA is a member): http://www.gken.org/.  

 

Emile requested all committee members and team leaders to suggest additional topics, 

speakers, and sponsors. It was also noted that we have to move soon on finalizing 

webcasts for this year, if we wish to provide 2 webcasts to our members before the end of 

the year. 

 

7. Topic Teams libraries 

 

 Emile noted that some teams are active, while some are not; Heather's team on alternative 

medicine is very active, and she regularly sends information to the members of the Topic 

Team. He encouraged team leaders to advance their libraries and communicate with their 

Topic Teams, and asked IAA’s Christian Levac to be the key IAA person for the IAAHS 

libraries. It was suggested to use session materials from IAAHS colloquia, and to link to 

the Australian Actuarial Society library. 

  

8. Topic Teams feedback 

 

 Lisa  reported on the activities of the microinsurance team, and their library plans. Emile 

noted that Howard is now the head of a new IAA task force on microinsurance. Sheree 
reported on the risk adjustment project for the Academy’s Health Practice International Task 

Force; her team's activities were related to offered topics and speakers, and with plans to 

concentrate on library activities. 

 

9. Joint colloquium 2012: Hong Kong 

 

Due to a variety of reasons, it was decided that India is not an ideal venue for the 2012 

joint colloquium.. Hong Kong was elected as the site of the second joint IACA-PBSS-

IAAHS colloquium, to be held on 7-9 May 2012. Hong Kong is well organized, the 

profession there has good experience in organizing international conferences, and it is 

travel hub. It was thus selected as the site for the next joint ICAA-PBSS-IAAHS 

colloquium. The East Asian Actuarial Society supports the colloquium being held in 

Hong Kong. It is expected to also attract many Australian actuaries, and to be well 

attended. Andrew, April and Yair volunteered to act as the organizing committee on the 

IAAHS side, concentrating on topic teams support, recruiting and reviewing papers, and 

http://www.cigna.com/about_us/executives/cordani.html
http://www.gken.org/
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helping with the program planning. Emile will coordinate the efforts with the PBSS and 

IACA. 

 

10. Support for local conferences 2011, including India 

 

Emile noted last year support of local conferences by the IAAHS, in Seoul, Toronto, 

Glasgow, and the Chinese Actuarial meeting last September. He proposed to continue 

with this support strategy; the advantage is minimization of financial commitment by the 

IAAHS. The support includes planning of sessions, finding speakers, and arranging 

topics. Support of the Indian February 2011 Actuarial meeting (in Mumbai or New Delhi) 

is considered.  

 

Topics that the IAAHS may be in a position to support include microinsurance and 

microhealth-insurance (Lisa, 1 hour each), risk adjustment (Sheree), international 

partnership (Cheng Hock, Eduardo). 

 

11. IAA Working Group on micro-insurance 

 

Emile reported on the new IAA task force on microinsurance, headed by Howard; it will 

coordinate microinsurance activities among all sections and societies. IAAHS is 

committed to this effort and topic. Lisa is preparing a Facebook page on it. 

 

Another possibility is to set up something on LinkedIn for the working group.  

  

12. General 

 

 No new general items. Emile noted the need for an IAAHS budget, which will be soon 

prepared and passed to the committee for comments. 

 

13. Next meeting 

 

The next meeting is scheduled probably for end of June 2010. Emile and Christian will 

coordinate and notify members of the meeting day and time. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 17:00 GMT. 

 

 

 

Enclosure: 

 

Minutes of IAAHS Committee Conference Call Meeting 
12 November 2009 

Yair Babad, Secretary 

 

The meeting was opened at GMT 08:00 (Hyderabad 13:30) by, IAAHS Chairman Emile Stipp.  
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In attendance were Committee members Yair Babad, Howard Bolnick, Alvaro Castro Gutierrez, 

Ermanno Pitacco, Emile Stipp and Brent Walker, and IAA delegates Ulrich Stellman and Junichi 

Sakamoto. All the other members apologized or were unable to attend. The meeting had the 

required quorum. 

 

14. Welcome and introduction 

 

Emile welcomed the attending members. 

 

15. Confirmation of the agenda 

  

The agenda as submitted and as reflected by these minutes was confirmed. 

 

16. Approval of the minutes of the last meeting of 21 September 2009 

 

The minutes of the 21 September 2009 Committee meeting were approved. 

 

17. Treasurer report: Finance and membership 

 

Finance: There is very little change since the last meeting report In last committee meeting Yair 

reported that the net assets at the end of 2009Q2 is (Canadian) $29,238. At the end of 20093Q 

we reached $33,086. 

 

Membership: There is very little change since the last meeting report. We have three additional 

members who paid directly to the IAA, so that we cannot associate them with any country. Yair 

pointed out the decline in membership, and in particular the decline in France and Denmark. In 

the last committee meeting we had some suggestions to overcome this decline, namely: 

contacting acquaintances in these countries, adding a member from these countries (and 

particularly France) to the Committee in the 2010 elections, seminar on workmen’s 

compensation for Denmark. See comments below on a Committee representative from France. 

Earlier attempts by Emile Stipp to add a French representative were unsuccessful. 

 

18. Webcasts 

 

We still are unable to secure a sponsor for a webcast, though Milliman is considering a webcast 

on stochastic modeling in health insurance; an IAA monograph, which they have authored, will 

be soon released by them on this subject. We still hope to have a webcast by the end of 

November or early December; if this will not happen, then one is planned for the beginning of 

2010. 

 

19. ICA2010 

 

Emile presented the IAAHS program as it stands now (see enclosed at the end of the minutes). A 

discussion ensued, in which it was pointed that at this time several sessions have only one 

assigned paper, whilst others contain a full program. In general, a single paper in a session, 

without any panel response, would not be sufficient to fill the available time, with the exception 
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of the Keynote address. There are other, not yet assigned papers; but if a session will have only 

one paper, its chairperson will have to add a panel discussion. Emile will discuss this issue with 

the chairpersons. Ulrich discussed the two session he will chair, and Emile discussed the sessions 

related to the Singapore and South Africa markets.  

 

20. Committee elections 

 

In the former meetings minutes, it was noted that there is a problem with the replacement 

specification of the IAAHS bylaws (Article 9a). This Article specifies that when a member 

enters the Committee between elections as a replacement for a departing member, his term will 

be considered from the election of the member he replaces. The problem with this Article is the 

possible limitation on the time of service of the replacing member (which will clearly be less 

than two full terms, as part of this time "belongs" to the departing member). The committee 

voted through electronic mail, with a majority of 10 ayes, to repeal the sentence in Article 9a of 

the bylaws that specifies that a replacement Committee member will serve the remaining time of 

the member he replaces. This proposal will be placed for a vote before the AGM (Annual 

General Meeting) in ICA2010. According to article 20b) of the bylaws, passage of the 

amendment requires a two-thirds super-majority of the votes of Ordinary Members at a General 

Meeting with absent Ordinary Members having the facility to vote electronically, subject to 

subsequent confirmation by the Council of the IAA. 

 

With regard to the committee elections in the ICA2010 AGM: 

 Five members will leave the committee in 2010 due to the expiry of their terms: John 

Bertko, Howard Bolnick, Susan Elliot (who has agreed to continue as the leader of 

the Critical Illness Topic Team), Alvaro Castro Gutierrez, and Brent Walker. Emile 

expressed sincere thanks for the extremely valuable and significant role that these 

Committee members have played in the Section from its inception until now, and 

hope that many of them would continue to play an active part in the activities of the 

Health Section.  

 The other four members whose term terminates in 2010 expressed their readiness to 

continue with the committee, and their names will be placed into the nominations to 

be presented to the ICA2010 AGM: Chi Cheng Hock, Eduardo Lara, Ermanno 

Pitacco, and Emile Stipp.  

 The term of the two remaining members of the committee is up to 2010: Yair Babad 

and Claude Ferguson. 

 A number of Topic Team leaders have been nominated and Emile will contact them 

to determine their willingness to stand for the Committee. Eduardo Lara nominated 

two South American actuaries, which Emile will discuss with him before contacting 

these individuals. John Bertko also nominated an American actuary, and Brent 

Walker promised to recommend an Australian nominee. Claude Ferguson has offered 

to nominate a French actuary, which will help us increase the French membership in 

the IAAHS. 

 

While the bylaws do not specify any schedule of announcements of the AGM agenda or the list 

of nominees, it should be noted that according to article 13 of the bylaws a 60 days notice is 

required for an extraordinary IAAHS meeting. If we intend to follow the same timeline, we 
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should be ready to publish the AGM agenda and list of nominees in the first week of January – 

i.e., before the next meeting of the committee. Members of the committee are thus requested 

to submit agenda items and nominees, as soon as possible, to Emile and Yair. 
 

21. General 

 

Emile reported that the loading of material into the health-related team libraries continues, and 

appealed to Topic Team leaders and others to continue with the submission of papers. Emile 

would like to send a newsletter to members before the end of the year, in which he would like to 

point out that material has been added to the libraries.  

 

22. Next meeting 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for early next year, probably the end of January of early February 

2010. Emile and Christian will coordinate and notify members of the meeting day and time. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 GMT. 

 

    
ICA 2010  IAAHS 

Notes 

Sunday 

7 March 

09h00   

Registration     

 

  16h00   Welcome 

Social Event     

 

Monday 

8 March 

08h00   

Registration     

 

  09h00 01:00        

  10h00 00:45 TEA      

  10h45 01:15        

  12h00 01:30 LUNCH      

  13h30 01:30   

Plenary: Health 

Care Systems 

around the 

world: a 

comparative 

analysis and 

global trends: 

Dr Enrique 

Ruelas (Mexico) 

  

 

  15h00 00:30 TEA      

  15h30 01:30   
Critical Illness - 

Sue Elliott (UK) 

Comparative 

effectiveness 

studies – 

evaluating the 

costs and 

benefits of 

particular drugs 

Experience 

example of a 

new split 

benefit Critical 

Illness product 

- Anton Brink 

(UK) 
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or treatments - 

Sean Tunis 

(USA) and Brent 

Walker 

(Australia)  

  17h00 00:30        

Tuesday 

9  

March 

08h00   

Refreshments     

 

  08h30 01:30   

Pricing shared 

long term care 

policies using 

stochastic 

modelling 

Micro insurance 

in Health 

(Denis Garand, 

and others on 

Panel) 

Healthcare 

product design 

in 

microinsurance 

- guidelines on 

gathering data 

to derive 

incidence - 

Lisa Morgan 

(UK) 

  10h00 00:45 TEA      

  10h45 01:30   

Risk 

Adjustment: the 

relationship 

between 

demographic 

and clinical risk 

adjustment in 

health insurance 

- Barry Childs, 

Shirley 

Ginsberg, and 

others 

Health insurance 

capital 

management: 

Solvency II: 

special issues for 

health insurers  

The Liability 

Adequacy Test 

for Australian 

health insurers 

- Peter Lurie 

(Australia) 

  12h15 01:30 LUNCH      

  13h30   Social 

Activities     

 

  18h00   Gala Dinner      

Wed 10 

March 

08h00   

Refreshments     

 

  08h30 01:30        

  10h00 00:45 TEA      

  10h45 01:30   

The state of 

international 

health care data: 

Milliman survey 

Mortality among 

disability 

pensioners; The 

link between 

disability 

experience and 
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economic growth  

  12h15 01:30 LUNCH      

  13h45 01:30   

Health care 

reform debates 

in South Africa  

- a case study, 

and comparison 

with United 

States health 

reform debates: 

Emile Stipp 

(South Africa) 

and John Bertko 

(USA) plus 

panel 

Income 

Protection - Dan 

Skwire (USA) 

and panel 

Artificial 

Neural 

Networks to 

adjust 

experience for 

maintenance in 

disability - 

Abder Oulidi 

(France) 

  15h15 00:30 TEA      

  15h45 01:30   

Public Private 

Health 

Insurance 

Partnerships in 

Singapore - 

Lavinia Low, 

Delia Teo and 

Colin Chan 

(Singapore) 

Enterprise Risk 

Management in 

the context of 

medical expense 

insurance: risk 

mitigation 

strategies to cope 

with moral 

hazard, 

underwriting and 

pricing risks  

Combining 

statistical 

methods and 

actuarial 

judgement in 

calculating 

health 

insurance 

liabilities - Jed 

Linfield (USA) 

 


