
 

     

 

Useful Information 

 Time Zone:  EST (Eastern Standard Time) 

                     Daylight Savings Time will commence March 9, 2014  

    

Electricity:  The domestic supply is 120 volts, 60 Hz.  Wall outlets take: 

Type A plugs: two flat parallel prongs 

Type B plugs: two flat parallel prongs and a grounding pin 

   
Local Currency: The legal tender is the United States dollar (USD) 

 

Language:  English is the “de facto” language in the United States.  The second most commonly used 

language is Spanish. 

  

  

Weather:  Spring is in the air! The average daily high temperatures is at 13°C (55°F), while the daily low 

temperatures are around 6°C (33°F).    

 

 

Entry requirements Before traveling to the U.S., a citizen of a foreign country must generally obtain a 

non-immigrant visa for temporary stay. Please visit the official United States visa information source for 

details on United States visa policy and procedures. Use this site to learn about the visa application 

process, understand current requirements, and get updates on recent developments. In addition, 

USA.gov provides a lot of useful information for visitors traveling to the United States. If you require an 

invitation letter to obtain your Visa, please contact Anne Lamarche.  

 

  

 

Embassies & Consulates:  For a list of embassies and consulates in Washington DC, please consult the 

following link: http://www.embassy.org/embassies/  

 Transportation: 

Reagan National Airport: Taxi cabs are dispatched from convenient locations on the arrivals curb just 

outside the baggage claim areas of each terminal. You may refer to the following link for information 

on the metro system: http://www.metwashairports.com/reagan/1303.htm  

 

Dulles International airport: Taxis are dispatched from the "Taxi Passengers" area on the lower level of 

the Main Terminal. Advance reservations are not needed. You may refer to the following link for 

information on the metro system: http://www.metwashairports.com/dulles/809.htm  

 

 

 

Credit/Debit Cards:  Most major credit cards are accepted throughout the USA, including American 

Express, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. Be sure to check with your card issuer for current 

surcharge rates imposed for use of the card outside your home country. You should also inform your 

issuer that you are travelling for a specified period so your card is not flagged or temporarily 

suspended. 

 

 

 

Tipping: Gratuities is traditionally expected. In restaurants tipping 15% of the total bill is the accepted 

minimum and 20% if the service is above average. You can tip taxi drivers about 10% of your fare.  

 
Dress Code:  Meetings:  Business Casual             Official IAA Dinner:  Business Attire 

 

 
Emergency contacts in Washington:  Dial 911for any emergency; police, ambulance, fire 

department.   
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