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International Actuarial Association 
Asia Subcommittee 

Conference Call, 9 February 2011 
MINUTES 

 

Attendance: 

Darryl Wagner, Chair, Asia Subcommittee 
Tarmo Koll, Chair, A&A Committee 
Yoshihiko Tsuji, Vice-Chair, A&A Committee 
Hussain Ahmad 
Bob Conger 
David Goodsall 
Andrew Linfoot 
Jeremy Menzies 
Greg Solomon 
Verónica Sánchez, IAA Secretariat 

Regrets: 

Patrick Chea 
Liyaquat Khan 
Hideyuki Yoshida 

1. Welcome and Introductions  

• Darryl Wagner, Chair of the Asia Subcommittee, welcomed participants to this initial 
meeting of the subcommittee. 

• The agenda was reviewed and approved as presented. 
• There was a round table introductions of committee members, including an overview of 

individual interest and connections in Asia and background with the IAA 
 

2. Overview of the Asia Subcommittee Terms of Reference 

Darryl provided a summary overview of the Asia Subcommittee Terms of Reference - attached.  
Roles to note of importance are: 
 

i. Identify needs the IAA could respond to  
ii. Prioritize those needs 

 
For the subcommittee to be successful, areas in the region will also be identified in order to do 
proper priority setting. 
 
The terms of reference also explain how interactions happen in the Asia region, with the purpose to 
advance the profession, focusing on education and professionalism.  This is important because of 
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the different stages of actuarial development individual countries experience – in some, the 
profession is still small and new; in others there are formal associations members of the IAA at the 
Associate level; finally, others have an advanced actuarial profession and have Full Member 
associations in the IAA.  The role that each of these can play in the Asia Subcommittee will, 
therefore, vary.  For example, Full Members can act as mentors but may still require assistance in 
advancing their own systems.   
 
As the terms of reference also describe, communications between the Asia Subcommittee and its 
parent committee, Advice and Assistance, as well as the IAA in general will be of great importance to 
the work of the subcommittee.  In some cases, the communications will be increase awareness of 
the activities of the subcommittee; in others, it will be a matter of requesting assistance. 
 
Finally, worth noting, is the subcommittee’s role in facilitating the process of non-member 
associations become Full Members of the IAA.  This is one clear way to measure success since there 
are associations in the region that are not yet Full Members. 
 
Since various subcommittee members are new to the IAA, Darryl provided a short overview of the 
IAA.  The IAA is an association of associations – its members are other actuarial associations.  It has 
two levels of membership for actuarial associations – Associate and Full Members.  To learn more 
about the IAA, including the requirements of membership, please visit its website at 
www.actuaries.org.   
 
 
 

3. Discussion: Subcommittee Leadership (Vice-Chair position) 

The position of Vice-Chair in the Asia Subcommittee is currently vacant.  Subcommittee members 
are asked to self-identify if they are interested in this role.   

The Vice-Chair is a vital position to the subcommittee because it provides leadership support for the 
Chair.  The Vice-Chair may act as the meeting facilitator and lead in special projects of the 
subcommittee.  In certain circumstances, the Vice-Chair will be asked to represent the Chair and the 
subcommittee when the Chair is unavailable. 

An email from the IAA Secretariat will be circulated requesting expressions of interest in the 
position, which is open to all subcommittee members. 

4. Definition of Asia for the purposes of the subcommittee 
 
To begin to scope the regions of focus, a narrower view of Asia (map attached)will allow the 
subcommittee to learn more about the needs in particular regions.  Once successes have been 
achieved, the subcommittee can expand on its areas of focus.  It is important to carefully plan 
activities so that the subcommittee can achieve success in its targets, which can be better 
accomplished through a narrower initial focus rather than through over-commitment of resources. 
 
At this time, the subcommittee will not focus on Central Asia and the Middle East, but rather on the 
area that extends from (and including) China to South and South-Central Asia.  As the subcommittee 
advances its work, the area of focus will likely expand.   

http://www.actuaries.org/�
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Though China is currently excluded from the Terms of Reference of the Asia Subcommittee because 
of the existence of the China Subcommittee (also a subcommittee of A&A), the China Subcommittee 
will disband in 2011 because it has fulfilled its role to assist the China Association of Actuaries (CAA) 
in becoming a Full Member of the IAA.  The members of the China Subcommittee have been asked 
for their interest in joining the Asia Subcommittee now that their subcommittee will disband.  Once 
the China Subcommittee has disbanded, the Terms of Reference of the Asia Subcommittee will be 
updated to remove the exclusion of China. 

 
5. Relevant events 

 
One of the ways to get involved with Asia is to get involved with events in the meeting.  In October, 
the East Asia Actuarial Conference will be taking place.  If any members know of any such events, 
they are asked to inform the subcommittee to explore the possibility of participating. 
 
Greg Solomon will be attending a conference in Thailand in March and will report to the 
subcommittee afterwards. 
 
The Global Actuarial Conference at the end of February will be taking place in India; none of 
members on the call will be in attendance, however, the President of the Institute of Actuaries of 
India, Liyaquat Khan is also a member of this subcommittee.  He will be asked to report on this 
conference at the next committee meeting. 
Following the IAA Council and Committee Meetings in Sydney, the Australian Bi-Annual Conference 
will take place.  Members are encouraged to attend this conference. 
 
Going forward, the IAA Secretariat will track any upcoming events in Asia for the information and 
consideration of the Asia Subcommittee. 
 

6. Other Business 
 
The Asia Subcommittee has a listserver that includes all subcommittee members for 
communications by email.  The address is asia@lists.actuaries.org. 
 
Also, the IAA website has a page for the Asia Subcommittee which includes a list of subcommittee 
members.  In order to access the members-only information on the IAA website, members have to 
login to the site.  For login instructions, please follow: 
http://www.actuaries.org/index.cfm?DSP=Security&ACT=FORM&LANG=EN.  
 

7. Next meeting: face-to-face meeting, Sydney, 7 April 2011, 9:00 a.m.  
 
Meeting in Sydney has been confirmed.  This face-to-face meeting will also have conference calling 
facilities.  Please advise the IAA Secretariat if conference calling is required. 
 

8. Close 
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Attendance 

Darryl Wagner, Chair, Asia Subcommittee 

Tarmo Koll, Chair, Advice and Assistance Committee 

Hussain Ahmad 

Bob Conger 

David Goodsall 

Andrew Linfoot 

Jeremy Menzies 

Greg Solomon 

Yoshihiko Tsuji 

Verónica Sánchez, IAA Secretariat 

 


