
Final November 23, 2003 
 

Committee on Advice and Assistance 
Minutes of a Conference Call Meeting 

September 22, 2003 – 8:00 a.m. Eastern 
 

Present: 
Steve Handler, Chairperson 
Jean Berthon 
Bob Conger 
Bob Collett 
Chris Daykin 
Ibrahim Muhanna 
Catherine Prime 
Graham Rogers 
Masaaki Yoshimura 
Nicole Séguin 
 
Regrets: 
Carla Angela 
Howard Bolnick 
KC Chan 
Norm Crowder 
Alf Guldberg 
Tarmo Koll 
Janina Slawski 
Jürgen Strauss 
 
1. Approval of Sydney Minutes  

The revised minutes of the meeting held in Sydney in May 2003 were approved, 
as presented, subject to no issues being raised by other members of the committee 
not able to participate in the call. 
 

2. Formation of Regional Subcommittees  
Steve Handler initiated the discussion on the formation of regional subcommittees 
in response to identified professional development needs, an initiative first raised 
at the A&A Committee meeting in Sydney.  The first point of discussion 
concerned the proposed terms of reference for any such subcommittees, and what 
these might look like.  It was suggested that any terms of reference would have to 
be similar from region to region, but there would be differences depending on the 
stage of development and therefore on the identified needs in a particular region.  
It was agreed that the chairpersons and vice-chairpersons of any subcommittees 
would have to be members of the A&A Committee to ensure appropriate 
reporting, that the subcommittees would need to involve individuals with an 
interest in the region and that the chairperson and vice-chairperson of the A&A 
Committee would be ex officio members of each subcommittee.  It was noted that 
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we would have to be careful not to create a bureaucracy.  Subcommittees would 
probably meet infrequently, and to impose too much structure would inhibit the 
required flexibility.  Written reports from the regions would be the best way to 
proceed for reporting to the A&A Committee.  It would be the role of regional 
subcommittees to find out what is being done in their particular region in order to 
assess the changing needs and the supply of resources to meet those needs.   
 
Two members indicated they did not fully support the creation of subcommittees 
because it may cause some associations to take a leadership role over the other 
associations in a particular region, which in turn could lead to open competition 
among the regional associations.  It was important that this initiative remains an 
IAA initiative and care would need to be taken to ensure that any such tendencies 
are averted.  The objective is to get more people involved and to assist in a region 
and not to provide associations with a platform to dominate the profession in 
various regions.  
 
It was noted that it is the role of the Nominations Committee to recommend the 
chairpersons and vice-chairpersons of subcommittees and that these individuals 
do not represent their “home” associations.   
 
There was discussion as to what the regions of the world would be.  It was noted 
that most of the associations in Central and Eastern Europe had just joined the 
Groupe Consultatif.  Hence, perhaps it was best to assist only those countries 
where there was a need.  There was already a lot of good help being given and it 
must not be ignored.  It was concluded that it was best to proceed carefully in this 
area and that, initially, we could use the regional breakdown of the World Bank.  
This point could be discussed further in Berlin. 
 
Steve Handler will prepare a proposal for the meeting in Berlin based on this 
discussion.  If the committee voted in favour of the creation of regional 
subcommittees, the aim would be to seek Council approval in Stockholm.   
 

3. Planning for IPEF Meetings in 2003-2004 
 
Manila, Philippines – October 10-12, 2003 
Catherine Prime reported that all was in place for the meeting in Manila, which 
would be preceded by a meeting with the Asian Development Bank, a 
Supranational Relations Committee initiative.  The East Asian Actuarial 
Conference would follow the IPEF meeting.  Approximately 60 participants were 
expected to attend the IPEF meeting. 
 
Dubrovnik, Croatia – April 22-24, 2004 
Chris Daykin reported that these dates were now firm. 
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Panama - 2004 
Discussions were underway with representatives from Panama to host a follow-up 
IPEF meeting for Latin America sometime in 2004. 
 

4. IPEF Finances and Contribution Solicitation for 2004 
Nicole Séguin reported that, at June 30, 2003, the balance in the IPEF account 
was $101,756 CAD.  Nicole undertook to prepare, for discussion in Berlin, a 
proposal for the 2004 contribution solicitation. 
 
Jean Berthon indicated that the Institut des Actuaires in France had committed to 
a contribution of 3000 Euros for 2003. 
 

5. China Developments 
Application for Observer Status 
There was no update. 
 
Educational 
It was noted that there was a database of actuarial education in China, compiled 
by the Actuarial Society of Hong Kong and updated by Pat Kum.  It was 
suggested that this database could be tabled at the China Subcommittee meeting 
in Berlin. 
 
Other Issues 
Nicole Séguin reported that the IAA Secretary General, Yves Guérard, was 
attending the 4th China Congress to be held in Chengdu at the end of September.  
She will circulate his presentation when it is available. 
 

6. Call for Professors - Panama 
The original request was forwarded to the Education Committee for assistance.  It 
was suggested that it should also be brought to the attention of the A&A 
Committee.  Jean Berthon expressed an interest in receiving the information.  Any 
other members interested in offering teaching assistance to Panama should contact 
the Secretariat. 
 

7. Other Business  
• Report on SOA Team Visit to Kazakhstan 

Norm Crowder had circulated the report in advance of the meeting, but was 
unable to join the call.  The report was noted. 

 
8. Adjournment and Next Meeting  

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 
a.m. Eastern time.  The next meeting of the A&A Committee will take place on 
November 23, 2003 in Berlin, Germany.  (Secretarial Note:  During the call, 
Nicole Séguin had indicated that A&A would meet after the Nominations 
Committee in Berlin; in fact, the meeting will take place prior to Nominations.)  


