
Final October 19, 2002 
 

Committee on Advice and Assistance 
Minutes of a Conference Call Meeting – July 25, 2002 

 
Present: 
Bob Collett, Chairperson 
Steve Handler, Vice-Chairperson 
Norm Crowder 
Chris Daykin 
Alice Gannon 
Peter Kuys 
Max Lacroix 
Stuart Leckie 
Ibrahim Muhanna 
Graham Rogers 
Nicole Séguin 
 
Regrets: 
Jean Berthon 
Joubert Ferreira 
Alf Guldberg 
Masaaki Yoshimura 
 
Chairperson Bob Collett opened the meeting by welcoming Graham Rogers who was 
replacing Fred Rowley on the committee as the representative for the Institute of 
Actuaries of Australia.  He also took this opportunity to thank Fred Rowley for his 
services during his term as committee member. 
 
1. Approval of Cancun Minutes  

The revised minutes of the meeting held in Cancun on March 15, 2002 were 
approved, as presented. 
 

2. Report on Actuaries Without Frontiers (AWF) Projects and Funding  
The minutes of the meeting of the Task Force on AWF held in Cancun in March 
2002 were circulated to committee members for information. 
 
Jean Berthon reported in writing in advance of the meeting that the AWF had 
been successful in obtaining funding from two sources (the Region of Brittany 
and a French financial group) to allow two students to spend four months in Pune, 
India.  The money will be routed to the students partly directly (the region) and 
partly through a special account of the French Institut (3000 euros from the 
financial group).  It would appear that this project was becoming an Institut des 
Actuaires sponsored project more than an IAA project.  In this capacity, the AWF 
was building a small team of experts to assist them with their work.  Contacts 
between the Actuarial Society of India and the French actuaries was expected to 
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resume in August.  Regardless of what group was leading the project, the 
committee agreed that it was a very interesting pilot project for the AWF and 
undertook to support and observe the developments. 
 
As for the project in Kazakhstan, Stuart Leckie indicated he would meet with 
Michael Sze in Hong Kong the week of July 29 to obtain a status report.  - 
 
It was noted in the Cancun minutes of the A&A meeting that, before any expenses 
were incurred, a budget would be approved by the chairperson of the Task Force 
and the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson of the A&A Committee.  Jean Berthon 
will be asked to produce a budget for each project in time for the A&A meeting in 
Barcelona in October 2002.   
 

3. International Insurance Foundation (IIF) 
Nicole Séguin undertook to draft a letter to the IIF re their application for 
membership status in the IAA, as was discussed at the A&A Cancun meeting. 
 
Max Lacroix commented that this was an industry matter and not one for the 
profession. 
 

4. IPEF 
a. Warsaw Summer School 

Chris Daykin reported that the money allocated to the Warsaw actuarial summer 
school project would decrease from its current level over the next couple of years 
as the students graduated.  He noted that some of the students had already 
completed one or two years of studies and it was only right that they be able to 
continue until completion.  Chris Daykin undertook to circulate a report on the 
IPEF support for the Warsaw school.  (Secretarial Note:  sent by email July 30, 
2002.) 

 
b. Contributions Update  

Nicole Séguin provided an update on the contributions for 2002, which were still 
quite low given the number of planned IPEF activities.  A history of contributions 
and the current list of contributors will be circulated to committee members who 
were encouraged to approach their home association for a contribution, if one was 
not already made for 2002.  Max Lacroix indicated he was pursuing a contribution 
from the French association. 

 
c. Update on Vilnius Meeting  

Chris Daykin reported that there were currently 53 registrants for the meeting, of 
which 30 had asked for some sort of financial assistance.  Participation was 
expected from Bosnia-Herzegovina and hopefully from Macedonia, Tajikistan, 
Serbia and Montenegro.  From the international side, representatives would 
include Mo Chambers, Chris Daykin, Jean Berthon and Marina Adelsky.  The 
draft program and list of expected participants will be circulated to the committee.  
The total cost of the meeting was expected to be around $20,000 US 
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(approximately $10,000 US for travel bursaries, $2,000 US for accommodation 
and the balance for meeting costs).  Additional sponsors were still being sought 
which could affect the final cost to the IPEF.  
 
Max Lacroix took this opportunity to pay tribute to Ricardas Kudzma for having 
worked very hard over the past ten years towards progressing the profession in 
Lithuania. 

 
d. Progress Reports on Other Meetings 

 
Abuja, Nigeria – February 20-22, 2003 
Chris Daykin reported that a one-day role of the actuary seminar was being 
planned to market the profession to senior government officials and members of 
congress in Nigeria, followed by two days of traditional IPEF meetings. 
 
Morocco – March 2003 
Jean Berthon reported in writing that he had been in touch with the president of 
the association in Morocco suggesting to hold an IPEF meeting in March 2003.  
As soon as this is confirmed, Jean Berthon will discuss with Chris Daykin the 
details of the organization and the respective roles of the UK Institute, the French 
Institut and the Moroccan colleagues. 

 
It was recommended that the meetings in Nigeria and Morocco be open to 
actuaries from all of Africa, and not restricted respectively to English-speaking 
and French-speaking countries. 

 
Manila – 2003 
It was noted that Catherine Prime was leading this project with the assistance of 
Isagani de Castro of the Actuarial Society of the Philippines.   
(Secretarial Note:  the dates have been set for October 10-12, 2003, followed by 
the East Asian Actuarial Conference October 13-15.) 

 
Turkey – Role of the Actuary Seminar – September 2002 
Ibrahim Muhanna reported that plans were underway for a Role of the Actuary 
Seminar in Turkey.  He will be visiting Turkey in September 2002 in order to 
finalize issues.  It was suggested that it would be useful to follow this seminar 
with an IPEF meeting towards the end of 2002 or beginning of 2003.  Ibrahim 
will report on the development at the meeting in Barcelona. 
 
Cyprus – November 26, 2002 
Ibrahim Muhanna reported that, at the initiative of the Muhanna Foundation, the 
secretary of the Cyprus Association of Actuaries would be holding a half-day or a 
full day seminar on the role of the actuary in Cyprus on November 26, 2002 and 
invited the IAA to send a representative.  He will send an email to the committee 
with more details about the seminar. 
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Ibrahim commented that, once we promote the profession in a country, it is 
important to follow up. 

 
5. China Subcommittee 

a. Cancun China Subcommittee Minutes  
The minutes of the China Subcommittee meeting held in Cancun in March 2002 
were attached to the agenda, for the committee’s information. 

 
b. International Conference – Xiamen, China, April 2002  

The conference in Xiamen was a success and a report is available on the web site 
under Events, Archives, Seminars and Conferences. 

 
c. Planned Non-Life Seminar with SAC in Kunming, September 2002  

Stuart Leckie reported that the Insurance Regulator in China had asked the 
actuarial community to organize a non-life insurance conference.  They were in 
touch with a number of possible presenters.  Max Lacroix commented that this 
was one of the major items facing the IAA at this time.  A report on the seminar 
as well as a discussion on next steps will be on the agenda for the next meeting of 
the China Subcommittee in Barcelona.   
(Secretarial Note:  The Non-Life Seminar will now take place in Beijing on 
September 23-24, followed by the Society of Actuaries in China meeting in 
Lijiang, Yunnan on September 26-27.) 
 

6. Liaisons with Latin America  
Bob Collett reported that work was underway on the organization of a one-day 
meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina on September 10 for leaders of the actuarial 
profession in Latin America.  The meeting will precede the Pan American 
Congress and the Congress of the Argentinean association.   

 
7. Marketing Plan for Seminars  

Steve Handler reported that he and Howard Bolnick would report back on this 
topic at the meeting in Barcelona.  He noted that much of the basis for the 
marketing plan was actually embedded in the Program and Resources Paper. 
 

8. Other Business  
It was mentioned that the Asian Development Bank (ADB) could be a candidate 
for a new category of membership within the IAA.  Stuart Leckie attended their 
event in May but did not push too the idea much at that time, preferring to wait 
until the date for the IPEF meeting in Manila was set. 
 
Max Lacroix indicated he thought it was time for another Milliman Fellowship to 
be awarded.  Bob Collett invited the committee to provide suggestions. 
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9. Barcelona Meeting  
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 11:25 
a.m. Eastern time.  The next meeting of the A&A Committee will take place on 
the afternoon of October 19, 2002 in Barcelona.  The Secretariat will investigate 
the possibility of a joint 30-minute meeting with the Committee on Supranational 
Relations in Barcelona to provide the committees with an opportunity for both 
committees to discuss any issues of mutual interest, in particular the IAA’s 
contacts and relationships with international organizations.  


