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Minutes of the Advice and Assistance Committee Meeting 
March 15, 2002 – Cancun, Mexico 

 
 
PRESENT 
Delegates 
Bob Collett, Chairperson   
Steve Handler, Vice-Chairperson   
Jean Berthon, AWF, IAF 
Howard Bolnick, SOA 
Chris Daykin, Institute 
Luis Huerta, Mexico 
Alf Guldberg, Sweden 
Tarmo Koll, Estonia 
Akira Kuriyama, IAJ 
Stuart Leckie, Chairperson, China Subcommittee 
Jim MacGinnitie, AAA 
Ibrahim Muhanna, Cyprus 
 
Non delegates 
LeRoy Boison, US (CAS)  
Peter Clark, UK (Institute) 
Bob Conger, US (CAS) 
Catherine Prime, Vice-Chairperson, China Subcommittee 
Nicole Séguin, IAA 
Martha Sikaras, US (SOA) 
 
Regrets 
Carla Angela 
Max Lacroix 
Norm Crowder 
Fred Rowley 
 
1. Approval of Minutes of December 7, 2001 Conference Call 

The draft minutes of the conference call held on December 7, 2001 were 
approved, as presented. 

 
2. Actuaries Without Frontiers (AWF)– Report 

The Task Force on Actuaries Without Frontiers met on March 14 to consider the 
feasibility of establishing the AWF.  Jean Berthon, chair of the Task Force, 
briefed the committee on the proposals reviewed by the task force and the two 
that were selected as pilot projects (see appendix for brief descriptions).  These 
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projects require funding and the task force decided that, with the necessary 
approval from the chairperson of the A&A Committee and the president of the 
IAA, it would seek donations from foundations and insurance companies.  The 
amount needed to start work on the current projects and to have a seed money 
account was around $20,000 US.  Their program for the next 12 months will be to 
establish two teams for these projects.  After the 12 months, the task force will 
assess whether the project was a success and the problems encountered, and make 
a recommendation to Council in Sydney in May 2003 to decide whether or not to 
establish the AWF. 

 
During the discussion, it was noted that any provider of funds would need to be 
aware of the experimental nature of the initiative and that their funding was a 
donation.  Before any expenses are incurred, there will be an actual budget 
approved by the chairperson of the Task Force and the Chairperson and Vice-
chairperson of the A&A Committee. 
 
The following motion was presented. 

 
Motion: That the A&A Committee authorizes the AWF to approach potential 

donors to secure up to $20,000 US in seed money with the Pune (India) 
and Kazakhstan projects in mind as the initial projects.  The letter 
soliciting funds will be shown to the IAA President. 

 
Proposed by: Jean Berthon 
Seconded by: Chris Daykin Carried 

 
Chris Daykin reported that he had recently been involved in a project, similar to 
the one being proposed for Kazakhstan, in Moscow for the Russian Actuarial 
Society in the development of mortality tables.  Part of the financing came from 
the Know-How Fund.  He added that the individuals who took part in that 
seminar, David Wilkie and Tony Leandro, had been running the continuous 
mortality investigation in the UK for some time, have exposure to this subject and 
might be open to doing something similar in other places.  Jean Berthon 
undertook to contact them regarding the AWF project. 

 
3. China Committee – Report 

Stuart Leckie reported as follows on the two main issues discussed at the China 
Subcommittee meeting on March 14. 
 
• The Chinese attendance at the ICA included five people from the CIRC 

(China Insurance Regulatory Commission), one academic and thirteen 
individuals from mainland Chinese insurance companies.  He thanked the 
Congress organizers for making this possible. 
 

• Some months ago, the Chinese individuals the committee is dealing with 
indicated they would be interested in having an international seminar 



 3

looking at education and development of the profession:  As a result, an 
actuarial forum will take place in Xiamen, China April 25-26, 2002, 
sponsored by the IAA and organized jointly by the Society of Actuaries of 
China and the Actuarial Society of Hong Kong.  The forum will provide an 
opportunity for discussions on qualifications, recognition, examinations, 
etc., in China.  Stuart Leckie thanked the IPEF for its generous funding. 

 
4. ICA Cancun 

• Health Seminar 
Howard Bolnick reported that 25 people from 23 countries worked on the 
organizing committee with the support of the IAA Secretariat and the Congress 
Organizing Committee.  The program includes 12 sessions with presenters from 
17 or 18 different nations.  Through the registrations, it appeared that more than 
100 people were interested in attending the seminar.   

 
• A&A Shared Session 42 - Challenges and Opportunities for Our Profession in 

Actuarially Developing Countries.   
The panel will include Gail Ross, Tom Karp and Ibrahim Muhanna.  The session 
will address general insurance challenges, the role of the actuary in healthcare, 
and regulation.  The focus is for those practising in actuarially developing 
countries. 

 
• Report on Bursaries 

Luis Huerta reported on the bursaries given from the funds received from the IAA 
and the CIA, an amount of more than $70,000 US, indicating that this report did 
not include any other financial support received.  The bursaries were awarded as 
follows: 13 individuals received a Congress fee waiver, 2 received the Congress 
fee waiver plus hotel accommodation, 1 received the Congress fee waiver plus 
transportation and 12 received the Congress fee waiver, hotel accommodation and 
transportation.  It was noted that, if more funding had been available, they could 
have granted 10 additional bursaries.  Between 20 and 30 requests were rejected. 

 
Chris Daykin indicated that the IPEF had made a couple of contributions totaling 
about $3,000 US to assist with either travel or the Congress fee. 

 
• Reception 

The A&A hosted reception will take place on Thursday, March 21 from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. in the Mars Room.  To date, 36 individuals had confirmed their 
attendance.  The invitations were sent to the presidents of a number of actuarial 
associations, to Congress registrants from actuarially developing countries and to 
A&A Committee members. 
 
Chris Daykin added that a special lunch would take place for the Chinese 
attendees on March 16 since they would be leaving before the reception. 
 
Luis Huerta confirmed that there would be no cost for either function. 
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5. IAA Relations with Foundations 

• International Insurance Foundation (IIF) 
The Secretariat received an inquiry from the IIF who had applied for Observer 
Member status in the IAA.  The Accreditation Committee concluded that the IIF 
did not qualify for Observer Member status nor could it be considered for 
Institutional Member status.  The Accreditation Committee recommended that the 
A&A Committee be asked to consider what type of relationship, if any, the IAA 
should establish with this group.  Catherine Prime commented that she had been 
tasked by the Nominations Committee to write a paper on the introduction of a 
new category of membership to include non-government organizations (NGOs).  
LeRoy Boison indicated that he was familiar with the organization and that he 
knew Rob Gibbons, the IIF’s Executive Director and President.  It was suggested 
that Chris Daykin, LeRoy Boison and Bob Collett coordinate a letter of response 
to the IIF indicating that the IAA was investigating the possibility of introducing a 
new level of membership for which they could qualify.   

 
• 3E Foundation 

It was noted that the 3E Foundation would be given a couple of minutes to 
introduce themselves at the reception on March 21.  The focus of the 3E 
Foundation is to support actuarial education in Africa, particularly in Nigeria, 
Ghana and Kenya.  It was suggested that the IAA keep open the possibility that 
we could involve them in the IPEF meeting in Africa. 

 
6. IPEF – Report 

Activities 
Chris Daykin reported on the IPEF activities as follows: 
• Agreed support for the seminar in Xiamen, China for an amount of up to 

$8,000 US, with the possibility of going up to $10,000 US if necessary. 
• ICA bursary arrangements for two individuals requiring supplementary 

support 
• scholarship payments to a West Indies actuarial student at Heriot Watt 
• investigating future meetings for leaders of the actuarial profession 
 
Contributions 
The financial statements at December 31, 2001 were circulated with the meeting 
material.  It was noted that, for 2002, few contributions had been received.  The 
committee supported the idea of sending a separate letter of solicitation, 
accompanied by an activity report (past and future) and the financial statements. 
  
Warsaw Summer School 
The committee agreed that, with the rising costs associated to the Warsaw 
summer school, the IPEF should gradually decrease or consider capping the 
amount of money given.  
 



 5

Meeting in Central and Eastern Europe 
The next meeting for leaders of the actuarial profession in Central and Eastern 
Europe will take place in Vilnius, August 22-24, hosted jointly by the Lithuanian 
Actuarial Society and the University of Vilnius.  Chris Daykin reported that the 
invitations were being prepared.  In addition, a questionnaire was being sent to 
participants of previous seminars asking for their reflections on the nature of the 
seminars, the priority, the content, their expectations, etc. The Casualty Actuarial 
Society  (CAS) may contribute depending on response to seminar 
 
Meeting in Africa 
The IPEF has received two offers to host a meeting in Africa:  one in Abuja, 
Nigeria February 20-22, 2003 and one in Morocco, at the IAA’s convenience, 
either in 2003.  The Institut des Actuaires (France) and the Lebanon Association 
of Actuaries were prepared to assist with the organization of the meeting in 
Morocco.   
 
Meeting in Asia-Pacific 
Catherine Prime reported that she was working with Isagani de Castro towards 
organizing a meeting in Manila, Philippines in October 2003, either just before or 
just after the East Asian Actuarial Conference. 
 
Meeting in Latin America 
A meeting will take place on March 17 between IPEF trustees and representatives 
from Latin American countries to discuss how the IPEF could assist with the 
development of the profession in that region. 
 

7. Marketing Plan for Seminars 
Howard Bolnick opened this discussion by suggesting that the marketing plan was 
actually included in the Programs and Resources paper of December 2000, which 
was adopted by Council in April 2001, in particular through paragraphs 9.1, 9.4 
and 9.5.  With the committee’s support, he proposed to extract these three points 
from the paper, expand them and combine them with the sponsorship issue for 
presentation as a marketing plan.   
 
During the ensuing discussion, the point was made that, in order for the IAA to 
provide any kind of assistance for the development of the profession in a 
particular region, local support was needed, whether it be from the actuarial 
association, the regulator or some other entity.  Once there was local support, then 
the IAA would not need to be the primary funding agency or even the organizer.  
Instead, it could assist local actuaries in obtaining funding from the local agency.  
The key for the IAA was to reflect on how it could do this.  It was suggested that 
one way was to use its ties with the Supranational Relations Committee in making 
contacts with some of the big international funding agencies.   
 
In concluding this discussion, Howard Bolnick and Steve Handler accepted to 
draft a short statement, for the committee’s consideration.  Suggested sources of 
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useful information include a summary of the relevant paragraphs in the Programs 
and Resources paper, the IAA brochure and the comments made at this meeting.   
 
USAID 
Howard Bolnick reported that Norm Crowder was in touch with USAID at the 
Washington level.  It was suggested that the A&A needed to start thinking about 
how it could establish contact with other donor agencies, not only to obtain 
money, but also to make the IAA and its activities known.  As mentioned above, 
the A&A would benefit from coordinating with the Supranational Relations 
Committee and identifying other centers of influence.  It was noted that those 
members of the A&A Committee who also attend meetings of the Supranational 
Relations Committee could act as liaisons.   
 
Some questions to consider include:    
 
1. How does the A&A approach these other centers: with Supranational 

Relations or independent of them?  In response, it was suggested that it might 
be counterproductive to approach certain organizations separately from 
Supranational Relations.  It was noted that the interest of these organizations 
would probably be in the IAA and not specifically in a particular committee. 

2. What is the game plan?  
3. What are the rules?  
4. What are Council and the leadership comfortable about the A&A doing? 
 
One member observed that Robert Holzmann of the World Bank would be 
attending and speaking at the Congress and that this would be a good opportunity 
to meet and discuss with him.   
 
Another possibility for liaison with a donor agency could be in October 2003 in 
conjunction with the IPEF and EAAC (East Asian Actuarial Conference) 
meetings in Manila.  It would be a good opportunity to link into the ADB (Asian 
Development Bank) by inviting representatives to the IPEF meeting.  Stuart 
Leckie advised that he was attending the next annual meeting of the ADB in May 
2002 and that he would sound them out on the idea of adding a half-day seminar 
with the ADB to the IPEF and EAAC meetings.   
 
It was noted that these types of initiatives needed to be integrated into the 
marketing plan.  Also, the ADB was a good example of another organization for 
which it would be desirable to have another category of membership. 

 
8. Actuarial Diploma Program 

It was noted that this was on the agenda for the Education Committee meeting 
today. 
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9. Various Country Matters 
Ibrahim Muhanna reported that the role of the actuary seminar planned for Turkey 
had been moved to later in the year, either June or July. 
 
Chris Daykin reported that he and an FIA from Slovakia had visited Macedonia at 
the end of January under the auspices of the Financial Services Volunteer Corps 
(FSVC), which paid their airfare and accommodation.  He indicated that they 
were there on a specific project from the insurance supervisory authority and that 
they had made contacts with a few actuaries. 

 
There was mention of another FSVC project in Romania where three or four 
actuarial education modules were presented last year; they are also scheduling 
actuarial modules for this year. 

 
Chris Daykin commented that Georgia, Bulgaria and Uzbekistan were countries 
high on the list where the IAA had outstanding requests to do something about 
actuarial education.  The IAA needs to find resources in order to do anything 
substantial.   
 
Ibrahim Muhanna reported that the 7th diploma program in Beirut was scheduled 
for this summer.  He added that financial aid was not required, but that they had 
solicited for faculty assistance.  They have received good support from 
associations in terms of material and books. 
 
Meeting Sponsorship Protocol 
Steve Handler presented the draft of a protocol on meeting sponsorship.  The 
intent was to present a process to be followed for all IAA sponsored events and to 
clarify the procedures.  One comment was to include in point 3 a categorization of 
the invitees.  It was noted that the purpose for circulating the list of invitees was 
not for committee approval, but rather to ensure someone was not missed from the 
list.  The Secretariat will ensure that the Delegate to the IPEF receives a copy of 
the protocol. 

 
10. Discussion Groups 

Nicole Séguin announced that the discussion group function was now available on 
the IAA web site and that a discussion group had been set up for each committee.  
Members wishing to discuss a particular issue or document, could initiate a 
discussion thread in this forum. 
 

11. Update on Possible Members List 
The revised list of possible members was circulated to the committee for review 
and comments.  Members with information about a new country or contact should 
communicate the details to the Secretariat.  It was agreed that the list should be 
password protected on the web site. 
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12. Other Business 
Tarmo Koll, the representative from Estonia, indicated that, although the Estonian 
Actuarial Society (EAS) was now a Full Member of the IAA, it still considered 
itself as actuarially developing and wished to know what kind of assistance it 
could obtain from the IAA, in particular with respect to education.  They have 
started offering special seminars on life and health insurance.  Courses were 
organized by the EAS and the participants were essentially association members 
and actuaries from other parts of the country.  The main problem involved finding 
lecturers and it was hoped that the IAA could help them identify some.  It was 
pointed out that ASTIN had agreed to fund two out of four seminars in Estonia. 
 
Martha Sikaras of the SOA reported that she and Norm Crowder had been 
approached by a group in Phoenix working with professionals in various 
industries in Kazakhstan.  They had received USAID funding to bring a group of 
actuaries from Kazakhstan to the US and they were planning visits to the AAA, 
and SOA offices.  The CAS also expressed an interest to host them.   
 
Chris Daykin suggested that one of the A&A’s key issues should be to try and 
expand on the list of volunteers by identifying retired or semi-retired actuaries. 
 

13. Adjournment and Next Meeting 
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 
 
The next face-to-face meeting will take place in Barcelona.  There will be a 
conference call prior to that meeting. 
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