
Final March 30, 2004 
 

Minutes of the Committee on Advice and Assistance Meeting 
November 23, 2003 – Berlin, Germany 

 
Present: 
Steve Handler, Chairperson 
Ibrahim Muhanna, Vice-Chairperson 
Jean Berthon 
Howard Bolnick 
Bob Conger 
Norm Crowder 
Chris Daykin 
Alf Guldberg 
Luis Huerta 
Tarmo Koll 
Stuart Leckie 
Graham Rogers 
Janina Slawski 
Irina Voronova 
Masaaki Yoshimura 
Nicole Séguin 
 
Ex-officio 
Jim MacGinnitie, President 
Catherine Prime, Chairperson, China Subcommittee 
 
Non-delegates: 
KC Chan, Incoming Chairperson, China Subcommittee 
Peter Clark, UK Institute 
Curtis Huntington, Chairperson, Audit Committee 
Martha Sikaras, Society of Actuaries 
 
Regrets: 
Carla Angela 
Bob Collett 
Jürgen Strauss 
 
1. Welcome to New Members and Committee Changes 

Chairperson Steve Handler welcomed Janina Slawski of South Africa, who was replacing 
Joubert Ferreira, and Irina Voronova of Latvia, as new members of the committee.  It was 
clarified that, contrary to the note on the agenda, Stuart Leckie was a continuing member 
rather than a new member of the committee.   
 
He informed the committee that Bob Collett would unfortunately not be able to join by 
telephone as he had planned due to technical difficulties onsite. 
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2. Approval of September 2003 Conference Call Minutes  

The revised minutes of the meeting held by conference call in September 2003 were 
approved, as presented. 
 

3. Decentralization Strategy and Formation of Regional Subcommittees  
The chairperson referred to the discussion paper on decentralization, which was 
circulated in advance of the meeting, pointing out that it reflected views expressed by 
committee members during the September conference call discussion of this topic. 

 
In general, committee members were supportive of the ideas presented in the paper.  The 
following comments were made. 
 
- Any subgroups must be kept informal.   
- There must be an expression of interest from the region and the identification of a 

leader or leadership group before we create a working group for a particular region 
and an appropriate project plan.   

- The type of assistance will vary from region to region.  For instance, in the Middle 
East the main issue could be assistance in obtaining regulatory recognition. 

- Once a national association is sufficiently advanced in a particular region, we could 
seek its support in assisting with the development of other national associations in 
that area.  For example, at the 6th IPEF meeting in the Central and Eastern Europe 
area, it would be opportune for associations that have benefited from IAA assistance 
to be asked to assist other developing associations.  It was noted that associations in 
this region were about to join the Groupe Consultatif, thereby possibly reducing the 
need for IAA involvement in that area.  

- The IAA could consider employing permanent staff reporting to the Secretary 
General so that assistance to developing associations could take place on a regular 
and planned basis. 

- For Latin America, the Mexican associations could help, but they would need support 
from member associations in Spain and North America. 

- There could also be a need for assistance to developed associations.   
 
With respect to Latin America, it was suggested that we make available for the next 
committee conference call a diagnostic report.  Luis Huerta undertook to assemble a team 
for Latin America and to provide an update during the call. 
 

4. Planning for and Update on IPEF Meetings in 2003-2004-2005 
Africa 
It was noted that 2005 or 2006 would probably be a good time to plan another meeting in 
Africa.   
 
Manila, Philippines – October 10-12, 2003 
For the first time, a registration fee was charged for attendance at an IPEF meeting.  This 
initiative raised $5000 US, which helped cut the cost to the IPEF by half.  A report on the 
meeting was circulated to the committee and is available on the web site. 
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Dubrovnik, Croatia – April 22-24, 2004 
Chris Daykin reported that the process of establishing the list of invitees had begun.  The 
meeting will be organized with the assistance of Maria Perry of the UK Institute.  He 
issued an invitation to A&A members to attend. 
 
Panama - 2004 
The committee learned that the representatives from Panama who had attended the 
meeting held in Buenos Aires in September 2002 had contacted the IAA Secretariat to 
request a second meeting in that area.  A follow-up questionnaire will be sent to the 
participants in order to assess the value of the meeting and to determine the best time for 
hosting another IPEF meeting in Central/Latin America.  The actuaries in Panama have 
offered to assist with onsite logistics.  (Secretarial Note:  The follow-up questionnaire 
was sent on January 15, 2004.  The responses have been sent to Juan Carlos Padilla for 
assistance in summarizing them.) 
 
Asia-Pacific 2005 
Catherine Prime reported on the successful meeting with the ADB in October 2003 in 
Manila, noting that another such meeting would be needed in the Asia Pacific region and 
that we should start planning it now.  The next EAAC will take place in September 2005 
in Bali at the invitation of the actuarial association in Indonesia, and the IPEF was invited 
to host a meeting at that time.  Factors that will need to be taken into consideration 
regarding a meeting in Bali include the costs involved and whether or not Indonesia is a 
Full Member at that time, in accordance with an undertaking they gave in Manila.  
Catherine reported that the actuarial association in Singapore had also expressed an 
interest to host an IPEF meeting.   
 
The IPEF Trustees will take these comments and invitations into consideration before 
making a recommendation to the committee.   
 
With respect to the ADB, it was agreed that we could confirm to them that we were 
planning to hold another IPEF meeting in the Asia Pacific region in two years’ time.  As 
a follow-up to the Manila meeting, a letter of thanks is to be sent to the ADB along with 
an invitation from the President to join the IAA as an Observer Member. 
 
The committee was informed that it could expect the rapid development of actuarial 
associations in other countries in that region, such as Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos.  
 

5. Diploma Program 
Chris Daykin raised the question of the IAA strategy for the endorsement of the A&A 
education program as a good basic program  He reported that a promising donor 
organization was the International Financial Corporation in Washington, DC, the 
investment arm of the World Bank.  The IFC has access to funds for developmental 
activities, including education, and was considering actuarial education in this context.  
In particular, they had expressed an interest in China, Eastern Europe, the Balkans, 
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Georgia and Central Asia.  It was agreed that Chris Daykin should suggest to them that, if 
they are willing to provide funding, it should be done under the IAA umbrella. 
 
KC Chan indicated that the Society of Actuaries in China had not yet completed its 
education syllabus and that they would welcome assistance.  Chris Daykin and KC Chan 
will meet to plan an appropriate response. 
 
The committee noted that the joint Education Conference being held with the Groupe 
Consultatif on November 25-27, 2003 would involve a budgeted cost to the IPEF of 
approximately $25,000 US. 
 

6. IPEF – Report on 2003 Outturn and possible requirements for 2004 
The Chairman welcomed Curtis Huntington to the meeting.  Curtis informed the 
committee that he was present as Chairperson of the Audit Committee to discuss the 
IPEF structure and its relationship to the A&A Committee.  He explained that this was 
part of his role of auditing the finances of the sections and the IPEF.  Regarding the 
funding aspect of the IPEF, he introduced the idea of possibly establishing a foundation 
of the IAA that would encompass IPEF.  Some of the ideas behind this initiative include: 
 
- To formalize the financing of bursaries from the IPEF. 
- To introduce additional fundraising activities.  For instance, some of the new 

categories of membership may wish to donate some of their dues to IPEF funding.  
Another consideration could be the introduction of a supplement to the dues in the 
amount of, say, $0.50 CAD per fully qualified actuary as a levy for IPEF.   

- Possibly add a research aspect.   
 
The last suggestion was questioned as the terms of reference of IPEF and the A&A 
Committee do not encompass research 
 
It was suggested that the IPEF establish a longer term budgeting process. 
 
In response to a request for clarification of the role of the trustees vis-à-vis that of the 
A&A Committee, it was suggested that the agenda for the next committee meeting 
include a discussion of the present and envisaged future relative roles of the IPEF trustees 
and the A&A Committee. 
 

7. Report from Actuaries Without Frontiers 
It was confirmed that the proposal for the creation of Actuaries Without Frontiers as a 
section would go forth to Council for adoption on November 25, 2003. 
 

8. Report from China Subcommittee  
The committee was informed of the potential for a second meeting in China in 2004 and 
on the progress being made by the Society of Actuaries of China towards Associate 
Membership in the IAA. 
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9. Report on Kazakhstan 
Norm Crowder referred to his written report, circulated in advance of the meeting, on the 
initiative of the Arizona Kazakhstan Foundation.  He reported that three Society of 
Actuaries representatives had visited Kazakhstan and held a seminar, funded by USAID, 
at a cost of $25,000 US.  It was noted that the Casualty Actuarial Society planned to hold 
a seminar in Kazakhstan in the first half of 2004. 
 

10. Other Business 
• Steve Handler informed the committee that the Accreditation Committee had 

requested a liaison from the A&A Committee to receive a copy of each new 
association membership application in order to consider whether any assistance was 
required.  It was agreed that the chairperson would fulfill this role. 

 
• Ibrahim Muhanna reported on the following developments in the Middle East. 
 

- The University of Jordan had completed its second year of teaching actuarial 
science.  It was hoped that the program would produce 10-15 graduates in two 
years’ time.  The university had requested more detailed material in support of 
its program.   

- The University of Sudan had completed its first year in actuarial science.   
- A seminar was being planned in Lebanon on May 11-12, 2004 on the topic of 

mergers and acquisitions.  Ibrahim Muhanna invited the IAA to lend its name 
to the seminar and to arrange for a speaker familiar with the topic.  He 
undertook to follow up with an email to the committee members, forwarding 
the program and list of speakers.  The invitation will be discussed during the 
next committee conference call and a decision will be taken at that time. 

 
11. Adjournment and Next Meeting  

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 5:35 p.m.  The 
next meeting of the A&A Committee will take place by telephone conference call in the 
first quarter of 2004. 


