
Minutes of the Advice and Assistance Subcommittee Meeting 
Gold Coast, Australia - 17 August 1997 

 
 

 
Present: Catherine Prime, Chairman 
 Robert Collett (by teleconference) 
 Chris Daykin (part of meeting only). 
 Max Lacroix (by teleconference) 
 James MacGinnitie 
 Hideyuki Yoshida 
 
Absent: Carla Angela 
 Alf Guldberg 
 Luis Huerta Rosas 
 Peter Kuys 
 Jürgen Strauß 
 
Staff: Brian Wooding, Executive Director 
 
1. Introduction 

This was the subcommittee’s first experience with teleconferencing.  Those at the 
meeting were able to hear Bob Collett clearly but not very loudly and to hear Max 
Lacroix neither clearly nor loudly, conditions which deteriorated further as the 
meeting progressed.  Bob Collett was able to hear everyone and Max Lacroix 
heard some participants better than others, but overall not very clearly.  Catherine 
Prime concluded that while it was necessary to persevere with teleconferencing, 
improvements to reception will be needed.  The Secretariat is investigating other 
equipment. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting (Zeist 1997) were approved as presented. 
 
3. Follow-Up on Russian Request for Assistance 

Members received Carla Angela’s August 12, 1997 letter to Dr. Lelchuck.  
Actions taken by Jürgen Strauß are outlined in his August 12, 1997 fax to 
Catherine Prime and Brian Wooding.  Bob Collett has names of some 
organizations which might be able to provide assistance to the Russians and will 
follow-up further (a letter was sent subsequent to the meeting). 
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4. Possible New Members of the IFAA 
Attention was drawn to Chris Daykin’s report of 26 July 1997. 

 
• South America:  Brian Wooding reported that Venezuela was working on a 

code of conduct but it was expected this might take some time.  A status 
report on South American activities had been sent to Luis Huerta who had 
offered to follow-up with associations there.  He had been asked for the names 
of contact persons in Bolivia, Paraguay and Uruguay to whom IFAA packages 
might be sent.   
 
Bob Collett reported that a draft constitution had been prepared for the 
creation of a Pan-American Federation of Actuarial Associations which would 
cover all the American continent.  (Sam Gutterman and Chris Daykin are 
IFAA contacts on this development).  Chris Daykin indicated three 
conferences on this topic had been held so far with Argentina and Brazil being 
the prime movers along with a handful of representatives from other 
countries.  He felt that these efforts should be continued and be used as a 
vehicle to develop some of the smaller associations through mutual support 
arrangements.  In the subcommittee there were questions raised as to how this 
might interact with the IFAA.  It was recommended that: 

 
a)  the Secretariat follow-up on Brian Wooding’s letter to Luis Huerta; 
b)  that the Secretariat coordinate with Chris Daykin and Sam Gutterman 

so that a joint approach might be made to South American associations 
to encourage their membership in the IFAA; and 

c)  at Chris Daykin’s suggestion, the activities of the Pan American Group 
not be discouraged by negative reactions but that they be somehow 
encouraged to think of their role as primarily concerned with 
education and organization of regional conventions, for example.  
They should also be encouraged to join the IFAA while at the same 
time avoiding duplication with the IFAA’s interests. 

 
Chris Daykin reported that the original Argentinean request for membership 
in the IFAA made at the Founding Meeting had been held up because the 
application had been made by the Consejo Professional Ciencias Economicas 
de la Capital Federal, a body of 30,000 members of whom only about 100 
were actuaries.  Because of this the IAA Council had declined to admit the 
organization as a Donating Member (A).  Argentina is now proposing to apply 
for membership on behalf of the Actuarial Committee of the Consejo only.  
The IFAA Accreditation Subcommittee will be recommending to the IAA 
Council for its meeting in September 1997 that this body be admitted to the 
IAA as a Donating Member (A).  This will enable it to be admitted to the 
IFAA as an Observer Member.  Progress to Associate or Full Member status 
will be complicated by the fact that the actuaries are already bound by the 
Code of Conduct of the Consejo which is established by government 
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legislation, and may not be consistent with the Code of Conduct of the Groupe 
Consultatif which is the IFAA standard. 
 

• Asia:  It was reported that Hong Kong, currently an Observer, is working 
towards becoming a voting member.  Indonesia has been admitted as an 
Observer and is working with the Accreditation Subcommittee to create an 
acceptable code of conduct.  The Philippines and Malaysia have both been 
invited to join and Chris Daykin will follow up with them at the East Asian 
Actuarial Conference in November 1997.  (Subsequent to the meeting, Paul 
Grace reported that Singapore had applied for admission to the IAA and was 
awaiting confirmation.  The Secretariat will remind the Brussels Secretariat to 
ensure this is on the IAA Council Agenda for September 1997.) 

 
• Africa:  Chris Daykin reported that the Zimbabwe request was still active.  

Paul Grace of the Faculty was planning to visit them in October.  Steve 
Handler of the ASSA had made contact with them and Ghana were expected 
to send them information at some time.  The next, more general, step was to 
arrange for an IAA Fund meeting in Africa. (see Item 5) 

 
• Eastern Europe:  An IAA Fund meeting was also being discussed for this 

region.  (see Item 5) 
 
5. IAA Fund 

Max Lacroix indicated that it was now appropriate to refer to the IAA Promotion 
and Education Fund as simply the IAA Fund. 

 
Catherine Prime praised the work which had been and was being done by the IAA 
Fund and asked if more resources and particularly people would be useful. 
 
Max Lacroix indicated that to date funds had come from voluntary contributions 
from national associations, from a small member of consulting firms and from a 
very small number of individual colleagues.  He did not think that the Fund’s 
activities had been paralyzed in any way by a lack of resources and was confident 
more funds could be made available if necessary.  He acknowledged the 
important contributions made by the Secretariat of the UK Institute in Oxford in 
providing an organizational support for meetings of professional leaders in 
Prague, Minsk and Singapore.  Max Lacroix reported that the IAA Fund was 
working on the following meetings: 
 

Africa — discussion were continuing to hold a meeting in both the French 
and English languages of actuaries from both Sub-Sahara and North 
African countries in 1998; 
 
Asia — it was most likely that a meeting would be held next year in 
Malaysia subject to further discussion with the Malaysian association and 
others involved.  This would be after Ramadan, possibly in March 1998; 
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Eastern Europe — it was still planned to hold a meeting for actuaries in 
Central and Eastern Europe from 6th to 8th October, 1997 in  Riga, subject 
to final confirmation. 

 
 Chris Daykin indicated that those present had a concern that the coming meetings 

in Riga, Malaysia and Africa should be supported by the well established 
associations in terms of providing any additional people necessary to take part in 
the meetings so as to ensure their success.  This was in addition to any secretarial 
support provided by the Institute of Actuaries. 

 
 Max Lacroix’s reply was barely audible but the gist appeared to be that this was a 

matter for the IAA Council to discuss in due course. 
 
 Jim McGuinnitie reported that the ASTIN committee had agreed to make a 

further $10,000 contribution to the fund, but they had not yet received any formal 
report on the expenditure of previous donations and would like to receive that 
from M. Lacroix in due course. 

 
6. Collection of Constitutions of Smaller Actuarial Associations 

As requested at the Zeist meeting, Brian Wooding reported that the following 
associations had been asked to provide copies of their constitutions in English: 
Czech Republic, Poland, Iceland, Malaysia, Cyprus, Singapore and Ghana.  A 
reply had been received from Singapore.  (Subsequent to the meeting, the Czech 
Republic has responded and Ghana has promised a reply in the near future.)  The 
Secretariat is to continue to collect this information for retention on file and is 
asked to provide an update in time for the next subcommittee meeting. 

 
7. Actuarial Clubs and Associations-Organizational Models 

The subcommittee attempted to discuss the paper dated 25 July, 1997 which Brian 
Wooding had prepared, and Chris Daykin had seen, in response to the Zeist 
minutes.  Unfortunately, the telephone reception deteriorated to the point where 
this was not possible.  Catherine Prime therefore asked all members for their 
written reaction to the paper and for suggested changes.  The paper was faxed to 
all subcommittee members on 28 July 1997 as part of the agenda package for the 
subcommittee meeting.  (Members are asked to please send comments to Nicole 
Séguin at the IFAA Secretariat by 15 November 1997 so that a revised draft can 
be circulated to members prior to the IFAA Committee meeting in Cyprus at the 
end of January 1998.) 
 
Catherine Prime requested members to please comment in writing on any other 
business items which they wished to raise.  These would be dealt with via 
correspondence. 
 

8. Adjournment 

 4



Final - January 29, 1998 

 Members thanked Brian Wooding, who was retiring, for his work on behalf of the 
subcommittee.  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:15 AM. 

 
 Secretary’s Note 
 Subsequent to the meeting, those present discussed how to identify actuaries who 

might be available, subject to Max Lacroix’s approval, to assist with IAA Fund 
professional meetings.  It was agreed that subcommittee members would provide 
the Secretariat (Nicole Séguin) with the names of suitable candidates known to 
them personally; also that the Secretariat should compile a list of suitable 
expatriate actuaries known to be working in Asia, South America and Africa who 
might be called upon, if required, to participate in these meetings.  The IAJ, SOA, 
ASSA and two UK Institute and Faculty should be approached for this 
information, all of which would be kept in a data bank in the Secretariat. 
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