
 
 

ASTIN Committee Meeting, Berlin (Germany), August 24, 2003 
 
 
 

Attending : - Jean H. LEMAIRE, Edward J. LEVAY, Charles LEVI, 
 
   Andrew J.G. CAIRNS, Paul EMBRECHTS, Yasuhide 

FUJII, Christopher DAYKIN, Henk J. KRIEK, W. James 
MacGINNITIE, David HARTMAN, Thomas MACK, Harry 
PANJER,  Ermanno PITACCO, John RYAN 

   Stephen W. PHILBRICK (not present due to 
misunderstanding) 

 
Apologies : - Freddy CORLIER,  
   Jukka RANTALA 

 
1/ Minutes of the 2002 Committee meeting in Cancun (Mexico) : 
 
 Minutes are approved. 
 
2/ Colloquium in Berlin (Germany) : 

 
Update by Dieter Koehnlein (Chairman of the organizing committee), Christian 
Hipp (Chairman of the scientific committee) and Dietmar Pfeifer. 

 
 About 300 participants from 34 countries and 45 accompanying persons have 

registered. Two thirds of the participants are from abroad (10% from non 
European countries). Only 3 actuaries from actuarially emerging countries have 
applied for bursaries. 

 
 There are 7 invited lectures, 18 contributing papers and 22 papers at the poster 

session. 
 
 No parallel session has been organized in order to avoid any choice for 

attending people and to decrease the overall cost of the colloquium. 
 
 The idea of two day lectures before ASTIN colloquium has been released due 

to organisational problems. 
 
 Instead of proceedings the long version of papers and the presentation of 

invited lectures are provided on a CD Rom. ASTIN Committee decided to give 
50 additional CD Roms which are already available to Associations from 
actuarially emerging countries. Chris Daykin will provide a list of Associations 
while Edward Levay will write a letter in order to market this donation. 

 
 Papers presented at Berlin ASTIN colloquium could be transferred to the ASTIN 

page of the IAA website. 
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 ASTIN Committee is pleased to see that some innovation has been brought to 
the ASTIN colloquium organisation. 

 
 
3/ 2004 Colloquium in Bergen (Norway) 
 
 Update by Per Odd Kalsnes (Secretary of the organizing committee) and Erik 

Bolviken (Chairman of the organizing committee). 
 

The colloquium will be held from 6 to 9 June 2004. 
 
 Fees will be at a level of around 800 – 900 Euro with a 50% discount for 

academics and the same discount for accompanying persons. 
 
 Some sponsors have been found. 
 
 Invited lectures will be on climatic changes, insurance fraud and genetics in 

Insurance. 
 
 Opening speech will be given by Stephen Lippe from Swiss Re while closing 

lecture will be given by an academic still to be determined. 
 
 ASTIN committee decided to allocate 12 500 Euro to facilitate the attendance of 

actuaries from actuarially emerging countries. 
 
 
 
4/ 2005 Colloquium in Zurich (Switzerland) : 
 
 Update by Paul Embrechts (Chairman of the scientific committee).  
 
 The colloquium will be held from 4 to 7 September 2005. September 7 will be a 

joint AFIR / ASTIN day and an international day for the celebration of the 
centennial of the Swiss Association of Actuaries. 

 
 Marc Chuard is the Chairman of the organizing committee and Hans Buhlmann 

the Chairman of the supervising committee.  
  
 AFIR colloquium will be held from 7 to 9 September 2005. 
 
 Conferences will take place at E.T.H. 
 
 AFIR and ASTIN could be booked separately. 
 
 On the joint day risk management could be one of the topics. 
 
 ASTIN Committee stressed on the importance of giving an opportunity to young 

actuaries to speak as invited speakers. 
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5/ Future colloquia : 
 
 No ASTIN colloquium will be organized at ICA in Paris in 2006 (in order to avoid 

any administrative problems and not increase the fees). 
 
 ASTIN Committee recommends that there should be an ASTIN track for 

actuaries interested to follow ASTIN related papers. General insurance papers 
should be concentrated on one half week. It will be possible to register for only 
half week.  

 
 ASTIN Committee decided to give 25 000 Can$ to sponsor ASTIN sessions by 

authors from actuarially emerging countries.  
 
 Future colloquia could be organized in Brazil, Canada, Hong Kong and 

Singapore. Regarding Asia it is suggested to organize an ASTIN colloquium in 
conjonction with a East Asia Actuarial Conference (EAAC).Jim MacGinnitie will 
raise this topic during next EAAC in Manila. 

 
 
 
6/ Editor’s report 
 
 Since the last ASTIN Meeting in Cancun on 19 March 2002, two volumes of the 

Bulletin (32.1, 32.2) have appeared totaling 346 pages. The rejection rate is 
steady around 50%. 

 
 Vol. 32.1 6 articles 5 workshop contributions 1 book review 
 
 Vol. 32.2 6 articles 1 workshop contribution 1 book review 
 
 50 papers have been submitted (some of them with more general economical 

background and on life and genetics). 
 
 The collaboration with Peeters as our printers continues to be very positive. 
 

A new member of the Editorial Board will be David Dickson. Further names are 
being discussed. 

 
The ASTIN Bulletin suffers from the fact that it is not appearing on the standard 
list of International Scientific journals (ISI) and review journals (Mathematical 
reviews, Mathematische Zeitschrift). ISI is looking at ASTIN Bulletin for a 3 year 
period since January 2002. ASTIN Committee recommends to Paul Embrechts 
to send regularly the new issue of the ASTIN Bulletin. 
A ranking of actuarial journals has been published in the Journal of Risk and 
Insurance. ASTIN Bulletin has won 3 first places and 1 second place in the 
different classification. 
In order to make the ASTIN Bulletin the journal for the Profession, papers on 
pensions and health should be incorporated in the ASTIN Bulletin. 
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7/ Treasurer’s report 
 
 Final report in 2002 has been audited by J.P. Casanova. 
 
 ASTIN provisional accounts for 2003 show a profit of almost 35 000 Euro. 
 
 Membership Fees for 2004 are to be kept at the same level, unchanged since 

1977 (40 Can$ for ordinary members and 80 Can$ for donating members).  
 
 The number of members have increased from 2000 to 2260 in the last ten year. 
 
 Special thanks are presented to Freddy Corlier stepping down as Treasurer. 
 
 
 
8/ Elections 
 
 Four members (Freddy Corlier, Thomas Mack, Ermano Pitacco and Jukka 

Rantala) have resigned  from the ASTIN committee. 
 
 A letter of thanks has been sent to them by Edward Levay.  
 
 New candidates are Nino Savelli, Christian Hipp and Tor Eivind Hoyland. 
 
 One seat remains available  
 
 
 
9/ Actuarially emerging countries 
 
 Allocated 50 000 US$ are still not  spent 
 
 Honoraria have been increased  
 
 Seminars are being organized in Russia (Moscow and St Petersburg) and in 

Romania. 
 
 Uzbekistan and Albania are candidates not only for seminars but for actuarial 

programmes. 
 
 Needs in China are already treated by a large number of teaching programmes. 
 
 
 
10/ Agenda for the General Assembly 
 

 Minutes of the 2002 General Assembly 
 Treasurer’s report 
 Editor’s report 
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 Elections 
 Further colloquia 
 Any other business 

 
 
11/ Future role of ASTIN 
 
 Following issues are raised during an open discussion. 
 

• Not many actuaries from USA Canada and UK are attending ASTIN 
colloquia. ASTIN colloquia seem too theoretical while IME is more attractive 
for academics. In fact we are may be not enough practical for practitioners 
and not enough theoretical for academics but ASTIN is just between in 
order to build a bridge between theory and practice. 

 
• Many meetings are organized in UK and in USA so ASTIN colloquia are not 

so relevant. 
 

• A small number of actuaries are attending from Spain, Portugal and Austria. 
Regarding Asia, ASTIN members are mainly from the academic world. 

 
• Some topics as IAS, assets allocation should be allocated by IAA to ASTIN. 

In general, our activity should be broadened (risk management…) Our 
image should be changed. 

 
 
 
12 / Other business 
 

• David Hartman leaves a questionnaire  to gather info for the ASTIN 
website. An answer from each national actuarial association is expected. 
This questionnaire will be available to attendees of the Berlin colloquium. 

 
• Some coordination with the IAA health section should be organized. 
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