
 

 

 
MINUTES OF TWELFTH GENERAL MEETING   

 
Friday September 7th 2001 

 
 
The Twelfth General Meeting of AFIR was held at the Fairmont Royal York Hotel, 
Toronto, Canada at 11.30 am on Friday September 7th 2001. 
 
The meeting was chaired by Jean Berthon, Chairman of AFIR.  There were 29 other 
members in attendance. 
 
1. The minutes of the 11th General Meeting held in Tromsø, Norway on June 23rd 

2000, having been circulated to all those present, were approved unanimously. 
 
2. There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 
3. Chairman’s Report. 
 

The Chairman commenced by noting that the 120 members attending this year 
was a smaller number than last year, but that the 33 papers presented were of high 
quality.  He thanked the Canadian organisers for arranging an excellent 
Colloquium, in particular Josephine Marks, who chaired the Organising 
Committee, and Harry Panjer, who chaired the Scientific Committee. 

 
The Chairman then informed members that the next meeting, in Cancun, Mexico, 
in March 2002, was to have the status of a full Colloquium, and urged members 
to attend.  A brochure would be mailed to all AFIR members in the next few 
days. 
 
Next the Chairman outlined future colloquia, which were in the planning stages, 
in particular in the Netherlands in 2003 and in Switzerland in 2005, the latter 
together with an ASTIN colloquium in conjunction with the Centenary of the 
Swiss association.  
 
The Chairman congratulated Andrew Cairns on his promotion to Editor of the 
ASTIN Bulletin, and announced that a prize was to be awarded in 2003 for the 
best article submitted for the ASTIN Bulletin between now and the end of 2002. 
 
It was planned to extend the value to members of the AFIR website by placing on 
it firstly the papers presented to this Toronto meeting, then papers from other 
colloquia where possible, and also the abstracts of doctoral dissertations from 
various countries. 
 
Finally, bursaries were to be made available to enable attendance at the colloquia 
by persons from developing countries.  A budget of up to CAD 15,000 per 
colloquium had been allocated for this purpose to pay for travel and 
accommodation for approved persons.  It was hoped that the organisers of each 
colloquium would waive registration fees for those who were granted bursaries. 
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4. Treasurer’s Report. 
 

The Treasurer, Bill Chinery (Canada) presented his report orally.  During the past 
year there had been revenue of CAD 70,000 and expenses of only CAD 40,000.  
Assets now totalled CAD 280,000.  A financial statement would be placed on the 
website in due course. 
 
Thanks to the healthy financial situation, several expenditure initiatives were 
being taken this year, as had been outlined by the Chairman in his address. 
 
A member questioned from the floor whether the level of fees should be reduced.  
The Chairman replied that the fees were not high, and that the preference of the 
Committee was to engage in projects such as had been outlined for the benefit of 
members. 
 
The Treasurer’s report was adopted unanimously. 

 
5. Editor’s Report. 
 

The Editor, Andrew Cairns (UK), informed members that the ASTIN Bulletin 
was in good health, with 10-11 papers in each edition.  The acceptance rate of 
papers submitted continued at about 50%, maintaining the high standard of the 
publication. 
 
The number of AFIR papers was still relatively low and it was hoped that the 
prize announced by the Chairman today would help to increase this number. 
 
Changes to the Editorial Board were detailed, the effect being to strengthen ties 
with AFIR.  A member questioned from the floor whether the name of the 
Bulletin should be changed to incorporate AFIR.  The Editor replied that the 
publication had developed a strong brand name, and he thought it unlikely that 
ASTIN would agree to a change. 

 
6. Election of the Committee. 
 

The following five Committee members, having served for the period of four 
years for which they had been elected, now submitted themselves for re-election:  
 
Mike Barker (Australia) 
Bill Chinery (Canada) 
Robert Clarkson (UK) 
Arnaud Clement-Grandcourt (France) 
David Wilkie (UK) 
 
In addition, Peter Albrecht (Germany) submitted himself for election to fill a 
vacancy created by the retirement of Gunther Segerer (Germany) last year. 
 
All six members were elected unanimously for a period of four years. 
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7. Other Business. 
 

There were no other business issues raised. 
 
8. Next meeting. 
 

The next meeting was set provisionally for Tuesday March 19th 2002, during the 
Colloquium to be held in Cancun, Mexico. 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike Barker (Australia) 
Secretary 


